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Plastic waste trade creates
immeasurable harm to society, health
and the environment. This is felt
disproportionately across the world, and
has been happening for decades. While
those benefiting from plastic waste
trade argue that it is necessary in a
globalised circular economy, we believe
that plastic waste trade disregards the
proximity principle and evades
responsibility for ensuring correct
waste management and is therefore
unfit for a true and safe circular
economy.

We cannot aim to achieve a truly safe
circular economy with ambitious
reductions in resource use, while we
continue to offload the burden of our
plastic waste elsewhere. This manifesto
is a call to European Union institutions to
legislate, through the Waste Shipment
Regulation, an end to plastic waste
exports from the Union and intra-EU
management of European plastic waste.
This is in line with a genuine circular
economy, as outlined in the Circular
Economy Action Plan and Green Deal.
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An environmental issue

A human health issue

A social justice issue
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A LOOPHOLE IN THE EU CIRCULAR

Circular economy policies often merely
suggest to increase the degree of circularity
in a system, or of the volume of materials
circulating within it. Yet, a true circular
economy has, at its core, the objective to
reduce resource extraction and
consumption® through reduction, prevention
and reuse measures, while avoiding causing
social harm and exacerbating global
inequalities.

Although the global trade of some waste
materials, with strong safeguards, may
happen, the nature of why and how we
trade plastic waste internationally is
fundamentally incompatible with a true
circular economy; instead, the global plastic
waste trade has revealed itself to be one of
its gaping loopholes:

e The current linear nature of our
extra-EU plastic waste trade is
motivated by the wrong economic
reasons such as low oil prices
facilitating virgin plastic production,
rendering domestic recycling less
competitive and is based on low labour
and environmental compliance costs;

e The international export of EU plastic
waste includes a significant amount of
unrecyclable or difficult-to-treat
plastics;

Mayer, Andreas, Willi Haas, Dominik Wiedenhofer, Fridolin Krausmann, Philip Nuss, and Gian Andrea Blengini. ‘Measuring
Progress towards a Circular Economy: A Monitoring Framework for Economy-Wide Material Loop Closing in the EU28'. Journal

of Industrial Ecology 23, no. 1 (2019): 62-76.

¢ The global plastic waste trade is not
transparent as a result of a fragmented
notification system, underregulation
and lack of traceability;

e Plastic waste trade involves significant
illegal traffic linked to other forms of
organised crime, and leads to illegal
practices and shipments;

e The current plastic waste trade
framework exacerbates producer’s
irresponsibility as they continue to
avoid the much-needed shift to product
redesign and reuse, as the costs of
treatment are externalised;

e Fundamentally, the current plastic
waste trade contributes to toxic
pollution and environmental damage.

Therefore, current trade of EU plastic
waste lacks the necessary safeguards to
contribute to a circular economy. In reality,
it has facilitated the proliferation of
irresponsible plastic use for many years, and
contributed to increased levels of social and
environmental injustice.
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Ban all plastic waste exports outside the European Union

Fully implement the Basel Convention within the European Union

Complement this process with upstream circular measures on preven
reduction, reuse and recycling
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SUPPORT THE MANIFESTO

The Plastic Waste Trade Manifesto is open to support from Non-Governmental
Organisations and decision-makers. To support the manifesto visit the webpage

below:
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Basel Action Network (BAN)

Center for International Environmental Law (CIEL)
European Environmental Bureau (EEB)
Environmental Investigation Agency (EIA)

Global Alliance for Incinerator Alternatives (GAIA)
Naturschutzbund Deutschland (NABU)

Zero Waste Europe (ZWE)

Eilidh Robb, Rethink Plastic alliance
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